PGCPS

Volume 9, Issue 5

The Hawk Highlights…….

January 14, 2021

Principal’s Greetings…...
Dear High Bridge Families,
Well the Holidays are over and we are back into the swing of school. January and February are all about formal mid
–year assessments at all grade levels. We as a school want to see the depth of growth your children have achieved
since the beginning of the school year. For example Kindergarten-Second Grade students will take the MAP-R assessment. This assessment measures student’s literacy skills. Students in Grades 3-5 will take reading and math
Benchmark exams and I-Ready to determine their academic skills. In Grade 5, students will take the FAST Science
Exam. This exam assesses student’s knowledge of the curriculum which was taught over time based on the Maryland Common Core State Standards. The ESOL students will take an exam called ACCESS. This also measures
comprehension as well.
We have much in store in 2021 so stay tuned!!!
William J. Kelly
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Kindergarten Highlights!!!!!
Welcome to December! In Reading, we will start a new unit - “Every Story Has Characters”. The unit will
focus on comparing stories with different characters and analyzing how people are different. We will continue
building on our learning and work with blending words with short a, t, p, m, s, and n sounds. In Writing, we
will continue to follow the writing process, with a focus on writing personal narratives. In Math, we will start a
new unit focusing subtraction and subtraction situations. We will learn different strategies to use to solve
subtraction problems. Students are encouraged to use their math tool kits to help solve subtraction problems. In Social Studies, we are continuing our discussion about cultures and celebrating traditions around
the world. In Science, we will continue discussing severe weather. We are focusing on thunderstorms,
snow storms, tornadoes, hurricanes and dust storms. Please continue to do your best to submit your little
ones assignments in Google Classroom by or before the deadline! Also, please do your best to read with
your little one for at least 10 minutes each day!

Fabulous First Grade!
January is here and first grade is ready for the big chill with learning! We will continue to read and write personal narratives as we
move into unit 3, make predictions about stories, retelling using first, next, and last and showing text evidence to explain answers. We will write using nonfiction material and understand how authors use real ideas that interest them in order to write
descriptively. In math, we will practice identifying missing numbers and balancing equations through addition, subtraction and
number stories. In social studies, we will continue to learn about cultures and traditions around the world, as we move into understanding maps, globes and weather around our Earth. During our third quarter, we will learn about animal habitats, the water
cycle, weather, sounds, vibrations and sound communication. We will assess again this month for the reading level of your
child! Please support us by daily reading of sight words lists, reading books and retelling/writing events and expressing ideas
found in the story or pictures. Please use iRead and Scholastic on our Clever page to practice all reading skills for at least one hour
per week. Let’s have a fabulous winter and keep up the classwork and reading for our monthly book logs. Your help with editing
classwork and reading with your child is appreciated and an immeasurable gift to help your child grow and learn!

Second Grade News!!!
Happy New Year! We hope that everyone had a wonderful and safe break. As the New Year begins the students seem excited to be back at school. They also seem eager to learn and ready to work. It is hard to believe that in about 3 weeks the 2 quarter marking period will be closing. Below is a snapshot of what your
child will be learning this month.
Language Arts: Our focus this month will be on reading and identifying words with long and short a, e, and
o, pronouns, and irregular verbs. Students will also learn and apply various reading strategies, such as making connections, ask and answer questions, and elements of a Drama.
Math: Students will continue to explore word problems. We will focus on showing students different strategies to explain their thinking. They will also learn how to solve and write addition and subtraction word
problems. Thank you for continuing to work with your child on telling time (half-hour and at 5-minute intervals) and counting coins up to $1.00.
Social Studies: We will discover different ways we can learn about the past and explore how life in the United States has changed. We will also learn about American Heros and before the quarter ends students will
take a unit assessment.
Science students will continue to learn about fast and slow changes that happen to the Earth due to weathering and erosion. They will also explore ways to prevent or slow these changes down.
nd
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Reading: Third Graders are building the foundation of good reading detectives by using Text Structure to deepen the
comprehension of the main idea and details, sequence of events, compare and contrast, cause and effect, problem and solution.
Identifying Text Features in non-fiction helps students to understand key organization of graphic sources such as photos, illustrations, captions, headings, bold-face and highlighted words. Students wrap up Opinion essay writing with January, the end of Quarter 2. Social Studies: Students approach parallel timelines of the history of transportation in American. The struggles, the setbacks and the determinations of these inventions are examined from cause and effect, problem and solutions relationships. Students continue to discuss the diverse cultures that contributed and continued research and development of transportation in
America. Science: Students will learn about Balanced and Unbalanced Forces that determine Motion. Students will also
show their understanding of the Patterns of Motion. We will finish up the month learning about the cause and effect of
electric motion. Math: We will continue to practice our multiplication facts and build fluency through daily practice and
competitions during class. Students will begin to dissect word problems and select the needed information needed to
solve these problems. This will be done with the "Three Read Protocol" which will be posted in Google Classroom.
Please have your child practice fluency by visiting Xtramath.com, timestable.com and multiplication.com.

Fourth Grade Happenings!!!!!
The Fourth Grade Classes are engaged in some rigorous but stimulating activities as we return from the winter break.
ELA: HELLO, FAMILY! Over the next thr ee weeks, our class will build their knowledge about natur al wonder s,
with a focus on the informational text genre. We will read texts and view videos about what makes Earth’s natural wonders exciting and unique. Discuss with your child the characteristics of this genre, such as it gives facts and information
about a topic. Ask your child to read to you each day and make time to read together. Build Vocabulary: Use these ideas
to help your child build a rich vocabulary. Reinforce the topic by using words like scenic, landscape, canyon, and landform in conversations with your child. Use prompts like: What is your favorite landform, and why? Describe a landscape. Have your child keep a growing list of the critical vocabulary words. Quiz each other on their meanings.
MATH: Unit 5 in four th gr ade math is all about fr actions. Students ar e lear ning to r ead, wr ite, compar e, compose, decompose, add, subtract and find equivalent fractions. Students are learning about benchmark fractions and how
to justify their answers using those fractions. Please take time to add your child into your kitchen routine, so that they
can learn real world examples of how to use fractions. Looking forward to ending this unit with a BANG!
Science: As we head into J anuar y, we will be explor ing Ear th’s natural resources. We will look at renewable vs. nonrenewable resources and how this applies to humans and our environment. As young scientists, we will be asking questions, solving problems, and exploring the world around us!
Health: This month we are making healthy decisions for our bodies and staying smoke-free! That’s right...we are learning about the effects of tobacco and how we can make good decisions for a healthy, smoke-free body. Social Studies:
This month we will look deeper into Maryland’s past and present. We will explore what life was like for early colonists
in Maryland, and how the lives and viewpoints of Marylanders have changed throughout history.

Fifth Grade News Flash!!!!!!
Happy New Year to all of our 5th grade families! We hope you had a relaxing and safe winter break and we
are excited to virtually welcome back our students to finish off the second quarter. Believe it or not, the second quarter is almost coming to an end. There are only a few short weeks left, which means that students
need to take the time now to ensure that work is completed and turned in for credit. During the last week of
the quarter, late work is not accepted in order to give teachers time to grade and update Schoolmax. This
means that students need to take the next two weeks to reflect on and complete any work missing to have
time to submit it for grading. If you are unsure about which assignments are missing, please check
Schoolmax Family Portal to see the most up to date view of student progress.
As we work towards the end of the second quarter, students will still be introduced to new concepts and
skills. In math, unit 5 focuses first on multiplication of decimals by decimals, and then division of decimals by
decimals. These computations are investigated using concrete models, calculators, and drawings, and arise
from a variety of problem situations. This unit emphasizes estimation and understanding of place value in order to determine placement of the decimal point. For reading, we will be exploring the genre of mystery to
prepare students for ultimately composing mysteries of their own at the end of the module. We will evaluate
character traits, identify evidence to support our thinking, and continue tasks to build our comprehension and
written response skills. For social studies, students will continue to explore the history of the American Revolution as they uncover the steps taken to establish this country and our government. We are looking forward
to all of the fun learning opportunities to come this month!

Happy New Year! Please note that most music assignments will be completed during our scheduled live
meeting times. If your child is missing an assignment,
a note will be placed in SchoolMax by the assignment name. Your child must make up the assignment or they will receive a “0” for that assignment.
The Music Department would like for you to know
what is happening for the month of January in all Music
classes. Be sure to watch for additional notes from us
in upcoming HBES Newsletters!
Musically yours,
Mrs. Clarke and Mrs. Winters

Music Notes
The musical concepts that will be covered during the month of January for the following grades are:

5th Grade
Students will be able to:
Define Sharp, Flat, and Natural.
Recognize the major scales of C, F, and G.
Perform a short improvisation based on the G major scale.

4th Grade
Students will be able to:
Recognize dotted quarter notes.
Define and identify a Tie.
Recognize staff, repeat sign, and double bar line.

3rd Grade
Students will be able to:
Name the lines and spaces of the music staff.
Perform a four measure improvisation using the extended pentatonic scale.
Play songs containing the notes B and A.
NOTE: If your child still needs a recorder, please purchase a SOPRANO RECORDER with BAROQUE fingering from any place of your choosing. Recorders are no longer available for purchase from the school.
2nd Grade
Students will be able to:
Number the lines and spaces on the treble clef staff.
Aurally and visually recognize do-mi-sol-la patterns.
Define Skip, Step, and Repeated Notes.
1st Grade
Students will be able to:
Define Pitch.
Improvise vocally with the pitches sol and mi.
Identify and use vocalizing anatomy of lungs and tummy muscles.
Kindergarten
Students will be able to:
Demonstrate high and low pitches by singing, playing, and moving to a song.
Demonstrate melodic direction by singing and moving to a piece of music.
Describe good melodies as catchy, simple, and easy to remember.

Adaptive Music
Students in CSEP will learn many of the same concepts with focus on one or two
of the concepts mentioned above. Students in CRI will do more song games,
movement, and instrument playing.
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Bowie, Md. 20720
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www1.pgcps.org/highbridge
– A great place to find the
school calendar, frequently
asked questions, current
events, and websites for
enrichment and intervention!

Below is a picture of Mr. and Mrs.
Marcus Wright who so graciously
donated approximately $1,200.00
worth of recessequipment, boxed
tissues, hand sanitizer, a Keurig machine etc. Thank you!!!!!

Important Dates
To Remember:
January 18 2021
King Holiday
(School Closed)
~~~~~~~
January 27, 2021
End of 2nd Quarter
~~~~~~~
January 28, 2021
2 Hour Early Dismissal
~~~~~~~
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

