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Principal’s Greetings…...
Dear High Bridge Families,
Well, we made it through September and the students are settling in quite nicely. We had a very busy
month with Back to School Night and all of the baseline testing that went on and continues into October.
Moving forward, the First Quarter Progress Reports will go live in SchoolMax on October 15th, and the
First Quarter is quickly coming to an end on November 5th. Monday, October 12th is Native American
Day and Parent Teacher Conferences. There will be no school for students that day. Please make sure you
sign up with your child’s teacher.
Parents, doing homework with your children at this critical stage is extremely important. Please partner
with us to assist your child in the doing and completing all assignments. Homework is give five days a week
with no exceptions. If there is no written work there is the reading and practicing those math facts and
math concepts.
Please feel free to visit your child’s virtual classroom. Our teachers are doing a wonderful job with the
students
~ William J. Kelly

COMMUNITY REFERENCED INSTRUCTION NEWS
CRI
The Curriculum Reference Instruction team would like to welcome all students and parents back for another
exciting school year. After much needed periods of rest and relaxation, we are certainly off to a great school
year. We have completed all beginning of the year baseline assessments, and utilizing the data to guide our
instruction based on their needs as well as their individual education plans. This year, we will continue to use the
Unique Learning System to provide meaningful access to the general education curriculum for our students.
Community Based Instruction trips will begin this month. Students will be visiting various establishments in the
community at least two times per month

NURSE HICKSON’S NEWS
Greetings High Bridge Families,
Happy October! Fall is really in full effect around here! My virtual health room has been updated to
reflect the new month with new education and information for the students and their families.
Please take some time to browse and explore the resources available. As a reminder, the virtual
health room is located on the main page of the High Bridge website. My email address is Samantha.hickson@pgcps.org.
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Kindergarten Highlights!!!!!
We can’t believe how fast September has flown by! It has been wonderful getting to know your children. We look
forward to the months to follow and learn more about everyone on our kindergarten journey together! In Reading, we
are going to continue focusing on reading behaviors. Please be sure to continue to have your child read 15 minutes
independently everyday. We will start a unit on life science soon as well. In Writing, we will continue teaching the
stages of pre-writing with drawing detailed pictures, using realistic colors and telling stories to support the drawings
based on personal experiences. We are also going to continue working on handwriting and practicing the upper and
lowercase letters. In Math, students will finish the unit on working with numbers up to 10. Students should be able to
recognize that a number has a word and a symbol that correspond to a quantity. We are working on sequencing
quantities and comparing them, quickly recognizing the amount of small groups without having to count the objects,
and to understand that the last name said in counting tells the number of objects counted regardless of the
arrangement. We will also compare two groups of objects to identify which has more than, fewer than, or the same
amount as the other, up to 10. In Science, we will focus on earth and space, with a focus on the sun and how it heats
the Earth and we will close the month with a pumpkin investigation and some activities about apples! In Social
Studies, we will continue to focus on what it means to be a good citizen in our school and home
communities. We are looking forward to having a great October. Please remember to have your child dressed
appropriately for school each day, have them in a quiet place to learn and to have them eat snacks and food during
our breaks instead of during live sessions. Parents, thank you for all your help in making this year a success so far!

First Grade Fun!
We’ve been busy in first grade learning new sight words, identifying sounds/blends, and using them in our writing.
We’re also learning how to edit our sentences for meaning, capitals and punctuation. We encourage parents to use
these skills at home as you do homework with your child. Remember to use details in writing and pictures to retell a
story. Keep up the great reading logs at home and remember that at least 15 reading minutes per night are due
monthly for a grade! We will learn about adding details to our writing and making it more meaningful. In math, we
are continuing addition and subtraction strategies, such as adding doubles, adding 3 numbers and inverting number
sentences to find the same sum; for ex.) 2+3=5 3+2=5 Ask: How are these similar? Practice math facts adding
numbers to 20 each night to gain speed and thinking skills needed for our math program! In science, we will
investigate light and sound and the world around us. Our behavior so far has been great, so let’s keep up the
reminders and rules. Review at home and remember to use the hand signal to ask questions! We’ve set our goal high
this year for increasing our reading and math abilities, so keep it up with your Zoom meetings/Classroom work at
home! Your support is so helpful and appreciated! We’re all in this together!

Second Grade News!!!
Language Arts: In Reading, this month, we are reading about Citizenship. Our big question is “How can being a
good citizen make a difference to others?” We are also using the reading strategy of Monitor and Clarify and
practicing collaborative discussions as we read fun fantasy stories like Spoon and Aunt Isabel Tells A Good One.
Science: Our Science topic this month is all about the water of the earth. We are studying the different waterways and
making comparisons between them. We are also learning about the different forms that water can take. Sometimes, it
is liquid and sometimes it is solid.
Math: We ar e focusing on measur ing. Students will explor e how to measur e objects in inches, feet, centimeter s,
or meters. For this unit your child will need a ruler to complete many of the activities. Please continue to work with
your child on identifying and counting combinations of pennies, nickels and dimes.

Social Studies – In our first unit students are learning about being good citizens. They are also learning
about how the local and state government work.

Page 3

Third Grade Happenings…..
Skillful students continue to identify critical vocabulary for story elements and interesting character traits. I-Ready opportunities provide students 3 times a week with tools for domain specific instructional needs and the scaffolding of comprehension. Coming soon! Scholastic Literacy
Pro will offer student choice to over 2000 exciting books at their “just right” reading level. Students need black and blue markers to enhance their
writing experience. Fall into discovering the fun Science facts about Weather. How do scientist measure weather conditions? What tools do they
use for predicting weather? Interactive lesson will lead students to explore these topics and the outcomes of weather patterns. Tick -Tock,

October Math winds blow in telling time on a clock to the nearest minute. Students will calculate elapsed time by solving word
problems using digital and analog devices. Social Studies is drumming up the beat for citizenship and voting. How can you find out
where these people are located such as cities, urban and rural communities? Students take a look at pin pointing map skills.

Fourth Grade Happenings!
It was wonderful to get to know the fourth grade students this past month and great meeting many of you at Back2School night. We look forward
to working with you to promote our student’s academic growth for the rest of the year.
Reading/Writing: HELLO, FAMILY! Over the next thr ee weeks, our class will build their knowledge about the five senses, with a focus
on the informational text genre. We will read texts and view videos about how people and animals use their senses to navigate the world.
Explore the Genre-The genre focus in this module is informational text. Discuss with your child the characteristics of this genre. Ask your child
to read to you each day and make time to read together. Look for texts that: • spark your child’s curiosity • tie to the module topic • provide
interesting facts and details • have unique formats and graphic features. Math: Four th Gr ade Families! Welcome to another gr eat unit of
Math. We are excited about learning and growing with you! The fourth grade math classes are strengthening their skills in multiplication of
single digits and of multi-digit numbers. We are practicing using several strategies, as every child will be able to use the strategy that works best
for them. The strategies used this year are Standard Algorithm, Break Apart Method and the Area Model or Box Model as some call it.
Multiplication is a BIG part of the school year. I cannot stress enough the importance of learning multiplication facts. There are so many great
ways to do this, besides simply learning them using rote memory. Rote memory is not the best method but it does help with the automaticity of
answers. One of the great ways to help in the process is to involve your child in real word application. When you are trying to figure out how
much 3 bags of chips cost compared to one large bag of chips, have your child multiply to find the cost and compare the cost and the amount in
each bag to figure out the better value. The word for the day is “REAL WORLD APPLICATION”. This will be an on-going process to build
literacy both in writing responses using sentences and in building fluency in multiplication. Math Tip: Your child needs you all in with them.
Math is all about real world application. Allow your child into your world so that they can see that it is not just numbers on paper. It is real life.
Share with them real stories about trying to figure out how much you needed to buy, how many cupcakes you needed to make, or how many
more you needed to reach the goal. Have them solve the problem and see if they are right. Ask them, “About” how many more do I need?” to get
them to understand rounding and estimating. It is all about involvement! We are in this together! Science: We will continue to study weather
patterns and landforms. I am excited this month to discuss ideas for ways of helping to heal our planet at this time of climate change and extreme
weather conditions. It is always interesting to dive into problem solving with this particular group of scientists!
Health: This month we ar e talking about teeth! We will lear n about our mouths and how to take car e of them. Lear ning fr om dentists,
to good care, be on the lookout for Health assignments posted every Wednesday!
Social Studies: Our Social Studies Unit coincides well with upcoming events on the National Stage... we will be looking at the Br anches
of Government at the National and Local levels. We will explore individual citizen's rights and responsibilities, as well as look at the
responsibilities of the various offices and systems in National and State Government.

Fifth Grade News Flash!!!!!!
October is here and along with cooler temperatures and falling leaves, the new month will bring new skills,
strategies, and learning experiences for each core subject area. In reading, we have been exploring the cultural
experiences of characters who are moving to a new country or starting a new life. We discussed the themes, or
lessons, that can be learned from the text, shared our ideas for the tone in poetry, and closely read parts of the text to
understand the use of figurative language and the meaning it brings to the story. The cycle ended with our first formal
analytic writing task that required students to analyze similarities and differences. As we move into the next cycle,
students will examine the literary elements of story structure and character. We will also practice making inferences
based on our background knowledge and information from the text to deepen our comprehension of what we are
reading. For math, the new unit begins with students demonstrating prior knowledge of Grade 4 understanding of
decimals, including tenths and hundredths. This understanding is extended to thousandths using visual models to see
the relationship between partitioning wholes and the decimal place value system. Students will explore comparing and
ordering decimals using decimal squares and the number line. They learn how to partition a number line in tenths,
hundredths, and thousandths. Also, students use their understanding of decimal place value to round decimals to the
thousandths.
In science, students will continue to explore aspects of space science such as star brightness and distance, as
well as their appearance in the nighttime sky. The next topic to be introduced will relate to the spheres of the Earth and
the interactions that take place within our living planet. Finally, for health this month students will discuss topics related
to the structure and different functions of the brain. Please remember to check Schoolmax weekly to stay up to date
with your child’s progress. We thank you for your continued support at home!

High Bridge Elementary School
7011 High Bridge Road

Important Dates to Remember:

Bowie, Md. 20720
Phone: 301 805-2690
Fax: 301 805-2693

Counselor’s Corner

October 12
Parent Teacher Conference
Day
(No School for Students)
~~~~~~~

October 16
Professional Development
Day
(Schools Closed for Students)
~~~~~~~~~
Looking Ahead…..
November 3

Election Day
(Schools and Offices Closed)
November 5
End of First Quarter
(45 days)
November 6
2 Hour Early Dismissal
~~~~~~~~~
November 25-27
Thanksgiving Break
~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~

